


Amaryllis


Avignon to Lyon


The day to day itinerary described below is a sample of a typical cruise on the Amaryllis. However, on any one cruise, the moorings may change, there may be fewer or more excursions, the places visited may vary depending on the season and the passenger preferences. 
The italicized words reference details provided in Cruising the World of Afloat in France

Sunday - Paris to Avignon. Moor in Avignon

Your departure from Paris on the TGV (Train à Grande Vitesse) to Avignon  will be met at approximately 16:00 at the Avignon train station by the Amaryllis guide. After gathering your baggage you will be driven by mini-van to the quay in Avignon where the Amaryllis will await you. A champagne reception welcomes you and gives you a chance to greet the crew while your luggage is brought aboard. An evening cruise on the River Rhône will introduce to the pleasures of river cruising. Time to gussy up for your first dining experience on board the Amaryllis. Perhaps a little stroll or an after dinner digestif to review the day’s events and those for the morrow to come. 

Monday –  Visit Avignon. Cruise from Avignon to St. Etienne des Sorts.  

Today includes a walking tour of the walled city, a guided tour of the Palace of the Popes and the Cathedral of Notre Dame. Avignon, the home of the popes from 1309-77, is magnificent in its grandeur as one cruises past Le Pont St. Bénézet (Le Pont d’Avignon) to begin our journey northward on the River Rhône to tonight’s mooring at St.Étienne des Sorts. Now is a good time to check out the boat’s amenities, the library of books, music and videos in the salon, or relax and catch up on the news in the IHT (International Herald Tribune - one of the world’s best newspapers), and, by all means, lounge on the deck and watch the passing scenery of the Rhône Valley.

Tuesday - Visit Orange. Cruise from St. Étienne des Sorts to Viviers. 

From our mooring in St. Etienne today’s excursion is Orange, an important Roman city dating back to 100 BC. The historical town contains two of the finest Roman monuments in Europe. The Théâtre Antique d’Orange is renowned worldwide as a site for cultural events such as Les Chorégies d’Orange, a festival of opera, drama and ballet. Afloat in France offers special opera cruises during the festival in this remarkable open-air arena. The Arc de Triomphe celebrates Julius Caesar’s conquest of the Gauls and victory over the Greek fleet. We leave St. Étienne and the scenery continues to change as the broad basin that is the fruit basket of France is left behind. Tonight’s mooring is Viviers, a charming medieval town currently undergoing a renovation. A walking tour of Viviers will whet your appetite for dinner or an after dinner stroll through the village will round out a pleasant day.

Wednesday – Visit Château de Grignan.  Cruise from Viviers to Tain l’Hermitage/Tournon.

The van will be ready early to take you to visit the Château de Grignan where the daughter of Mde. de Sévigné resided. The separation of mother and daughter was the motivation for the famous letters of Mde. de Sévigné. On the way back to the barge you will visit Château de la Nerthe for a tasting of the Châteauneuf-du-Pâpe wines. The Amaryllis will continue its course upstream to today’s mooring, Tain l’Hermitage on the left bank of the Rhône and Tournon directly across, on the right bank. The Amaryllis may be moored at either location. 

Thursday- Cruise from Tain l’Hermitage/Tournon to Les Roches de Condrieu

One of our favorite wine tastings is chez M. Ferraton whose winery is just a short stroll from the Tain mooring. His family has been producing some of the best Côtes du Rhône vintages for centuries.

Cruising the Vallée du Rhône south of Lyon is a delightful experience. The magnificent vineyards of the Côtes Rôtie and the Côtes du Rhône seem to descend right into the river as the Vallée du Rhône narrows en route to Les Roches de Condrieu. 

Friday – Visit Lyon. Cruise from Les Roches de Condrieu to Lyon.

Your guide will take you on a walking tour of Lyon, a cultural, historic, gastronomic, and commercial center, little known outside of France. On the way back to the barge, time permitting, a wine tasting in Condrieu, renowned for the Côtes Rôtie vintages and the noble viognier grape. The Amaryllis will begin its cruise up river to Lyon, the site of tonight’s mooring. Farewell gala dinner on board.

SATURDAY – Disembark Amaryllis. Transfer to Paris.

Passengers disembark the Amaryllis after breakfast and are transferred to the train station in Lyon for the return to Paris on the TGV, arriving Paris Gare de Lyon early afternoon.
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